‘And so the kingdom of heaven mayv be
compared to a king who decided to settle
his accounts with his servants. When the
reckoning began, they brought him a man
who owed ten thousand talents; but he had
no means of paying, so his master gave orders
that he should be sold, together with his wife
and children and all his possessions, to meet
the debt. Ar this, the servant threw himself
down at his master’s feet. “Give me time,” he
said, “and 1 will pay the whole sum.” And the
servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he
let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this
servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow
servant who owed him one hundred denarii;
and he seized him by the throat and began to
throttle him. “Pay what you owe me,” he said.
His fellow servant fell at his fect and implored
him, saying, “Give me time and [ will pay you.”
But the other would not agree; on the contrary,
he had him thrown into prison till he should
pay the debt. His fellow servants were deeply
distressed when they saw what had happened,
and they went to their master and reported the
whole affair to him. Then the master sent for
him. “You wicked servant,” he said, “I cancelled
all that debt of vours when you appealed to
me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on
your fellow servant just as 1 had pity on you?”
And in his anger the master handed him over
to the torturers till he should pay all his debt.
And that is how my heavénly Father will deal
with you unless vou each forgive vour brother
from vour heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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FORGIVE FROM THE HEART

Have you ever been hurt by another?
How do vou act? Can you forgive? Hurts,
misunderstanding and at times serious
ruptures can occur amongst Jesus’ members.
The question which Peter asks Jesus is relevant:
‘How often should one forgive another? Seven
times?” Jesus replies, ‘Seventy times seven,’
meaning forgiveness is bevond calculation.

Jesus then offers a parable to highlight the
essential truth about forgiving others ‘from
the heart’. The story involves two servants.
One owes his king 1000 talents. In Matthew’s
day a talent was worth a vear’s wage. The
servant owes the king 1000 years’ wages! An
impossible debt to honour, even though the
servant promises to pay it in time. The king,
out of compassion, cancels the debt. Whew!
Leaving the judgement hall, that same servant
comes across a fellow servant who owes 100
denarii. A denarius is a dav’s wage, so the
debt is a hundred davs’ wages, a paltry sum
by comparison. But in this second scenario,
compassion and debt cancellation are absent.
The king gets to hear of this and imprisons
the first servant for his lack of forgiveness.
Meanness of spirit and forgiveness of heart will
have their divine repercussions, the point of
the final words of today’s Gospel. Matthew’s
jesus invites us to reflect upon our own
forgiving and compassionate spirit towards
those whe have hurt or wronged us. As we
pray in the Lord’s Praver, ‘...forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
The measure of our forgiveness is ultimatelv
not God but our own hearts.

Fr Michael Trainor

TWENTY=-FOURTH SUNDAY iN Orninary Time / A

FIRST READING Sir 27:30-28:7
A reading from the Book of Sirach.

Forgive your neighbour’s faults and when you pray,

vour sins will be forgiven.

Resentment and anger, these are foul things,
and both are found with the sinner.
He who exacts vengeance will experience
the vengeance of the Lord,
who keeps strict account of sin.
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,
and when vou pray, your sins will be forgiven.
If a man nurses anger against another,
can he then demand compassion from the Lord?
Showing no pity for a man like himself,
can he then plead for his own sins?
emember the last things, and stop hating,
remember dissolution and death, and live by
the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not
bear your neighbour ill-will;
remember the covenant of the Most High, and
overlook the offence.
The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps102: 1-4,9-12.R. v. 8
R. The Lord is kind and merciful;
slow to anger and rich in compassion.
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, / all my
being, bless his holy name. / My soul, give
thanks to the Lord / and never forget all his
blessings. R.
2. It is he who forgives all vour guilt, / wha
heals every one of your ills, / who redeems
vour life from the grave, / who crowns vou
with love and compassion. R.

3. His wrath will come to an end; / he will
not be angrv for ever. / He does not treat us
according to our sins / nor repay us according
to our faults. R.

4. For as the heavens are high above the
earth / so strong is his love for those who fear
him. / As far as the east is from the west / so
far does he remove our sins. R,
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SECOND READING

Rom 14: 7-9
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans,
Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.
The life and death of each of us has its influence
on others; if we live, we live for the Lord; and
if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or
dead we belong to the Lord. This explains why
Christ both died and came to life, it was so that
he might be Lord both of the dead and of the
living.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluial / I give you a new
commandment: / love one another as [
have loved you. / Alleluial

GOSPEL Mt 18: 21-35
A veading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

I tell you that you forgive not seven times hut
scventy times seven.

Jjn13: 34

Peter went up to Jesus and said, “Lord, how
often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs
me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered,
‘Not seven, I tell you, hut seventy-seven times.




MASSES — SEPTEMBER 2026

WEEKDAY MASSES
Tuesday 15th Narrogin Church Rosary 4:30pm
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday 19th Wagin Church Mass 6:00pm
Sunday 20th Narrogin Church Mass 9:30am

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no weekday Masses as Fr Joe is on
Priests’ Retreat at Safety Bay.

2026 FIRST RECONCILIATION
Congratulations to all the 8 children from the school and the parish
who celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time on
Wednesday 9th September 2026:

Chloe, Feliz, Isaac, Lucy,
Nathan, Nina, Rusty & Zeus

As a parish community, we pray that you will always know Jesus as a close friend who
loves you and forgives you whenever you turn to him. God bless you all.

el

After Mass today, the children will be presented with their First Reconciliation
certificates.

FEAST DAYS OF THE WEEK

Exaltation of the Holy Cross Prayer
Most glorious and triumphant Lord, You gave Your life
for the salvation of my soul, using the most
horrific act of cruelty as the means of Your
redeeming grace. | open myself to that grace
today and pray that You bestow it in superabundance. | also pray that | will have the
courage and wisdom to embrace my crosses every day of my life, uniting them to Your
Cross, and trusting that You will use these sacrifices as a means of the further bestowal
of Your love on the world. Saving Cross of Christ, have mercy on me.

Jesus, | trust in You.

EXALTATION
OF THE
Hoty CROSS

SEPTEMBER 16—STS CORNELIUS AND CYPRIAN
Decius, Roman Emperor from 249 —251, instigated fierce
persecutions aimed at the total extinction of Christianity. Large
numbers were lost to the Church through both martyrdom and
apostasy. St Cornelius, as Pope, worked to maintain unity against the
~ opposition of the first anti-pope, Novatian, and to welcome back
those who had apostatised. He was supported by St Cyprian, Bishop
of Carthage. Both Cernelius and Cyprian claimed that the Church had
the authority and the power to forgive repentant apostates. Persecution of the Christians
started up again in 253 under Emperor Gallus and both Cornelius and Cyprian were
martyred.

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY

NS,
>
It’s easy to laugh at the question which the author of Matthew’s 'E_g\
Gospel has placed on the lips of Peter: Lord, how often must | ‘\\
forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as seven times? For to ‘T{\
forgive up to seven times—is this not already a lot? A limit beyond
which it would be unreasonable to go? For we would not want to show weakness and

be too lenient. Peter probably thought he was being quiet generous in offering to
forgive seven times.

The parable which Jesus tells then goes on to illustrate the nature of forgiveness in
the Christian community. The King—faced with a servant with a debt too huge to ever
pay back, yet who begs for mercy—is forgiven his debt. But this forgiven servant, in
turn, refuses to cancel the debt of one of his fellows. This parable can be nothing but
an allegory of God'’s forgiveness.

God is the merciful king who forgives debts that are too huge to ever be paid back.
We are the servant who is forgiven the huge debt. But, too often, | suspect, we do not
forgive our brothers and sisters the small fault which they have committed against us.

We know that when we have been wronged and terribly hurt, it is immensely difficult
to forgive. It is hard to be like the Lord, slow to anger and rich in compassion. Just
look at the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. It required the lard work and effort of
the death on the cross.

COLLECTIONS: Last Weekend: (6 Sep) Planned Givi_ng:. $380.00 :‘-‘h!gu NS
Loose Collection:  § 447.45 ﬁg)‘?
ST MATTHEW'S PARISH MINISTRIES
This Sun: 13th September Next Sun: 20th September
24th Sunday of Ordinary Time § 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Welcomer R Hoskin J Hayes
Liturgy Co-ordinator C Beary/S Brosnan T Wardell-Johnson
Reader M McAuliffe P David
Music M Rowley K Villar
Altar Servers J Katalamatunga & T Javier C & T Quartermaine; L Lee
Morning Tea L Liddlow & M Hardacre D Wilkie
Counters R Hoskin & } Ong T Lockwood & G Henry
Flowers R Hoskin 1 Ong




CONTACT LIST
Parish Finance Committee for St Matthew’s Parish

Fr Joe Anson — 0483 375317  Email Address: joe25174 (@egmail.com

Phillip Hoskin — 0438 811 904  Email Address: narroginfruitmarketa outiook.com

PhilipOng — 0478635810  Email Address: kbpong@hotmail.com

Eddie McEllister 0428959803  Email Address: eddiemcellister@bigpond.com
Parish Pastoral Counciliors for St Matthew’s Parich

Marparet Hetherington — 6438 826 536  Email Address: hetheringtopmé6s @gmail.com

Colleen Quartermaine — 0429 852063 Email Mdlus m!hm quartermaine/@westnet.com.an
Sahaya Areckiasamy — 0477 795 389 ckiasamy@ cewa.edu.au
Moelene McPherson — 0427 $12 045
Chris Beary —0409 383 531 ;
Rosanna Hoskin — 0438 911 906 Email Address: ﬁi‘hm.mnru hwptmd com

The Safeguarding Officer for St Matthew’s Parish
Desi Wilkie — 0458 871 121 Email Address: wilkie@ westnet.com.au

Direct Credit: Roman Catholic Bishop of Bunbury Narrogin Parish
BSB: 086-006 Account No: 84-729-6724

PRIESTS WELFARE FCUNDATION “FATHER'S DAY” APPEAL

All priest off the Diocese wish to thank those who contributed most generously to the
Annual Priests’ Welfare Foundation “Father’s Day” Appeal. Your donation is gratefully
appreciated.

Donations can be made at any time using the donation envelopes at the back of the
Church and placing these in the collection basket or sending them to the Foundation.
Receipts for claiming Tax Deduction wili be forwarded to the nominated address as soon

2027 COLUMBAN CALENDAR—$9.00

Those who would like to order 2027 Columban Calendar, please see
Jenny Ong or put your name on the form at the back of the Church.
' Thank you.

DECEASED ANNIVERSARIES OCCURRED IN
SEPTEMBER.
We pray for our departed brothers and sisters
especialiy:

Edith Hij, Sering & Elizabeth COag,
Thomas Teo, Bernadette Hesford,
Catrina Calabro, Max Shooter, Win Pearce,Thomas O'Reilly,

Ferdie Lobato, Kevin Quartermaine, Stefan Zawierucha, Elena Smith, Morgan’s
Family, Nora Farr, Joseph Tenni, Graxia Carbone,

Herbet Mahar, Zsuzanna Sayer, Corneiis Blankendaal,

Frank Carvatho, Nioilie McKenzie & Argenting Piscioneri

May they share the fuliness of God’s life promised by the Good Shepherd, who leads

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS
ALBERT FACEY
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NARROGIN WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Christian & Maire Lincoln - Managers
78 Williams Road
Narrogin WA 6312
(08) 9881 1899
albfacey@treko.com.au
www.albertfacey.com

NEW CORNWALL.

HOTEL

12 Doney Street, Narrogin WA 6312
Ph: (08) 9881 1568

Visit Catherine and Shane Thornton

in-store for expert advice and quality
carpet, flooring and window furnishings.
s UPPL NARROGIN.

Paint and Tiles CARPET COU RT

SCaytan Rowi Navagin 139 Federal St, Narrogin
98814558 admin@countrypaints.com.au P 9881 4959

Matt and Michelle Birrell CARPETCOURT.COM.AU

McELLISTER
SR NARROGIN

& Air Conditioning MRB9548 A/C Lic: AU53643
Lamb Marking Contractors

Eddie & Louise McEllister Peter Harper _
75 Furnival St, Narrogin WA 6312 6 e,

m. 0428 959 803 Ph: 08 9881 1863
e. eddiemcellister @ bigpond.com E: admin@ngnae.com.au

FORTUNE FRENCH
HOT BREAD

Thinking of Selling or looking at Buying? Contact...

Keith Guest §

Real Estate Sales Agent

44-48 Federal Street
Narrogin WA 6312

m: 0408 946 130
e: keith.guest@elders.com.au

Real Estate Narrogin

Fine Bread, Pies, Pasties, Croissants, Fresh
Sandwiches, Rolls & Cakes, Birthday Cakes
All made on the premises

Open 7 days a week

25 Egerton Street, NARROGIN WA 6312
Phone (08) 9881 2557




PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS

B THE
NARROGIN
PHARMACY

care@thenarroginpharmacy.com.au
Ph: (08) 9881 1963 Fax: (08) 9881 1466

8 Fortune St, Narrogin WA 6312 (PO Box 217)
www.thenarroginpharmacy.com.au

Kristen Layman, Linda Clark, Sandra Clark & Celia Sansom

liquorbarons

= Largest Wine Range - Coldest Beer in Town
= Everyday Specials » Barons Advantage
= Club » Parking * Friendly Customer Service

MON-WED 9am-7:30pm
THUR-SAT 9am-8pm
Egerton Street, Narrogin
Ph: 9881 1244 = narrogin@liquorbarons.com.au
Proudly Supporting Your Local Community

1-3 Felspar Street

Phone/Fax (08) 9881 2556

Narrogin WA 6312 NARROGIN
. ‘u < EARTHMOVING
Narrogin Removals EC 8 CONCRETE=
& Storage “TRUCKS LOADERS BOBCATS sBRICKIES SAND <FILL SAND

*YELLOW SAND <GRAVEL +ROCK <CONCRETE SUPPLY & LAY
LOCAL STATEWIDE INTERSTATE SERVICE

SHORT or LONG TERM STORAGE

o Barry McNab
B % e,

ROB TOMBLESON

174 Federal Street |

NARROGIN WA 6312 |
ABN34854760756 |
1

Phone: 08 9881 6777
Mobile: 0427 813 215
accounts@narroginconcrete.com.au

Damian Mercuri
Loshni Mercuri

| Narrogin Betta Home Living
32-36 Fortune Street
Narrogin WA 6312

4 , 0898813455
% 08 9881 3656

www.betta.com.au

THIS BUSINESS IS
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND
OPERATED BY THE PROPRIETOR

Ph|||p Blyth
Ph: 08 9881 6225
Mob: 0449 716 365
Fax: 08 9881 6313

Lot253 Stewart Place.
Narrogln WA 6312

# Air Conditioning
B Audio Visual

S~ DAWSONS
-{)«- FUNERAL HOME

Ladies & Gents Hairdesign |

53 Federal Street, NARROGIN WA 6312 |

MON & FRI 8:30am-5:30pm
TUE-THUR 8:30am-7:30pm
SAT 8:30am-12:30pm

Ph: (08) 98812338

120 Federal Street Narrogin WA 6312
P: 089881 1161 | F:08 9881 3644
support@dawsonsfuneral.com.au

Parish Priest
Address: 99 Earl Street (PO Box 36) Narrogin WA 6312 -- Phone (08) 9881 1153
Weddings and Baptisms - By Appointment
Email: stmatthewsparish64@iprimus.com.au
Visit the Bunbury Diocese Website at www.bunburycatholic.org.au

St Matthews School
Address: 9 Glyde Street (PO Box 456) Narrogin WA 6312
Phone: (08) 9853 9500
Email: admin@ matthews.wa.edu.au -- Website: www.matthews.wa.edu.au

Weekend Mass Times

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday
10:15 am 9:30 am 9:30 am 9:30 am 9:30 am
Sunday Saturday Saturday Saturday Saturday
8:00 am 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm
Sunday Saturday Saturday Saturday Saturday
8:00 am 5:30 pm 5:30 pm 5:30 pm 5:30 pm

WEEKDAY SERVICES AND RECONCILIATION

See Parish Bulletin




